

Full Council 
Monday 29th June 2020

WEST SWINDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the online meeting of the
WEST SWINDON PARISH COUNCIL

held on Monday 29th June 2020 at 7.00pm
Present: 
Cllr Mike Burtenshaw

Cllr Steph Exell
Cllr Simon Firth

Cllr Nigel Gibbons (Chair)

Cllr Geoff Gould

Cllr Prakash Khaitan

Cllr Nick Martin (Vice Chair)
Cllr Mary Martin

Cllr Trish Philpot

Cllr Caryl Sydney Smith
Cllr Keith Williams
Officers: 
Paula Harrison (Parish Manager) 

Leanne Curtis (Assistant Clerk)

Public: Two
Public Question time:

A resident thanked Councillors for continuing public meetings in these unusual times.
A resident noted that bin emptying frequency was not as effective at the current time.  The Parish Manager reported that the team staffing levels were low due to staff shielding but bins should still be emptied twice weekly.

Resident shared an observation that grass cutting frequency was allowing natural wild growth to establish.  Comments were noted.
	424.


	Apologies

Apologies for absence due to other work commitments were submitted by Cllr Umar Ali, Cllr Suresh Gattapur, Cllr Tim Makofu, Cllr Tim Swinyard

RESOLVED that the apologies submitted are approved.


	425.
	Declarations of Interest & Applications for Dispensation

None.


	426.

	Minutes of the previous meetings

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 18th May 2020 and Monday 15 June 2020 are approved and adopted.


	427.
428.

429.
430.

431.
432.
433.

434.
435.


	Minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 8 June 2020 are approved and adopted.
Minutes of the Finance & Staffing Committee
RESOLVED that Recommendation (Minute 409.) that 3 payments totalling £6645.49 be approved.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance & Staffing Committee meeting held on Monday 08 June 2020 are approved and adopted.
Minutes of the Leisure & Amenities Committee
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 10 June 2020 are approved and adopted.

7.12 pm, Cllr Steph Exell joined the meeting – delayed due to another meeting 

Update from the Parish Council Chair

The Chair, Cllr Nigel Gibbons reported that resources were stretched at the current time and standards were not being met but it was understood why this was the case.  The Chair advised that play area refurbishments were nearing completion and should be open for the summer holidays.
Update from Swindon Borough Councillors

Cllr Williams reported that Mead Way work has continued through lockdown. Lamp columns are being installed currently.  Diversion remains.
Lydiard park café and toilets are resuming service to visitors.

Cllr Mary Martin reported that feedback on the booking service to use the household recycling centre had been largely positive.  There has been correspondence with the Environment Agency about work on Moresby Close.  There have been assurances that work will take place to keep the stream clear.

Updates from Parish Councillors

Cllr Gould reported that discussions were underway to reivew a site for a bench on Shaw Ridge to commemorate John Ball, Swindon FAB.
The Services Working Party had been working hard on the procurement of vehicles and machinery.

Play Area Reopening
The Parish Manager circulated a report and advised that the Parish Team had reviewed the guidance for the reopening of play areas .  A copy of the report appears in the Minute Book as Appendix A.  The key principle is to ensure that equipment users observe social distancing and good hygiene before, during and after visiting play areas.    The team will give play equipment a full check and clean prior to opening.  It was agreed that any help from Councillors and volunteers for litter picking local play areas would be very helpful.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council reopens play areas in line with Government guidance.
Format for Future Committee Meetings

The Parish Manager advised Councillors that the library would be reopening on an appointment ‘click and collect’ basis at the end of July.  Meetings would not be viable before September and possibly later.  Access to the Parish Office should improve.  The option for online meetings remains in place up to March 2021.  Councillors discussed the positives and negatives with regard to continuing with online meetings.
7.35 pm

Standing orders were suspended to allow the public to comment on online meetings.
7.37 pm  Standing orders resumed.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council continues with online meetings and considers continuing with the provision even after public meetings are able to resume, as a hybrid option.
Service Transfer
The Parish Manager circulated an update, a copy of which appears as Appendix B in the Minute Book and reported that Swindon Borough Council had still not released any employee information.  Work to review a new office at the current mess room at the district centre is continuing and once costs are available, a proposal will be brought to Full Council for discussion.  Vehicles and machinery are on track for delivery prior to 1 August.  New costings for insurance are underway.  Key consideration for the future is a new depot arrangement as it is unlikely that the Parish Council will be able to extend its lease at Waterside.  The Chair agreed to make enquiries and report to Services Working Party at a future date.


	
	


Date of next meeting:  Monday 27th July 2020     7.00 pm

Meeting closed 7.44 pm

Signed……………………………………………………………………………… 
Date………………………………………………………………………………… 
Chair of the Council    
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